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Aristotle, Ptolemy, and Dante. In 1728, Thomas Hollis established a professorship of
mathematics and natural philosophy to which he contributed books and "philo-
sophical apparatus/' By 1769 these included skeletons, globes, microscopes, and
mechanical instruments, as well as the transactions of the English Royal Society and
the French Academy of Sciences.
As the first Hollis professor of mathematics and natural philosophy, Isaac
Greenwood wrote books on arithmetic, meteorology, mine damp, and the aurora
borealis. He did much to bring the college into closer touch with the practical spirit of
the age and to attract to Harvard practical-minded young men who might otherwise
have gone to private venture schools or into business. His successor, John Winthrop,
who held the post from 1738 to 1779, proved to be the most accomplished scientific
investigator in America next to Benjamin Franklin. By 1743 the Harvard curriculum
included Enlightenment science and philosophy in the form of Isaac Watts's Astrono-
my and Locke's Essay Concerning Human Understanding. In these ways Harvard had
begun to show a definite interest in the new science and philosophy, though the
paramount emphasis remained upon the classical languages and mathematics. By the
end of the eighteenth century the change had been made from the old Aristotelian
science and philosophy to that of the Enlightenment.
When the College of William and Mary received its royal charter in 1693 under
Anglican auspices, it proclaimed the current religious purposes-namely, to train
ministers, to educate youth piously in good letters and manners, and to extend
Christianity to the Indians. Its curriculum, similar to that of the Oxford colleges, did
not change much during its first eighty-five years of existence. When Thomas Jefferson
tried unsuccessfully to modernize its course of study in 1779, there were only six
instructors, two in divinity and Hebrew, one in logic, rhetoric, and ethics; one in
physics, metaphysics, and mathematics; one in Latin and Greek; and one for teaching
Indian boys the elements of religion.
Jefferson's proposals for the reform of William and Mary as submitted to the
Virginia legislature in 1779 incorporated the modernizing ideals of the Enlightenment.
He would have broadened and secularized the curriculum in the following ways:
theology and Bible study would have been replaced by study of the ancient languages
and ecclesiastical history; modern foreign languages would have gained preeminence
over the classics; great attention would have been given to the pure and applied
sciences and to the social sciences in place of Aristotelian philosophy; and law and
medicine would have had a prominent place. In general, the whole tone and purpose of
the College would have been designed to prepare young men for leadership in public
affairs, practical pursuits, and professional service, rather than for narrow scholarship,
aristocratic intellectualism, or religious sectarianism. But Jefferson's proposals came
fifty years too soon.
Developments at Yale were more characteristic of the times. The traditional
religious temper at Yale became even more marked under the spell of the Great
Awakening. In 1735 the Connecticut General Court declared anew that the "one
principal end proposed in erecting this college was to supply the churches in this
Colony with a learned, pious, and orthodox Ministry." Even so, during most of the
eighteenth century its curricular development largely paralleled that of Harvard—the

